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Natchez, Adams  County, Mississippi 

Owner    (Or  Oustodiaa) 
fiatotoea #low«r Pilgrimage 

Bate  of Srection 
179B 

Architect 

Builder 

HA6S 
Mi s>s 

m 

Present Condition 
Good 

dumber  of Stories 
Two 

Materials  of  Construction 

foundation 

floors 

Exterior 'Valla 

Interior rfalla 

ApOf ■ 

Brick and .Vood  Frame 

Lower floor, brick;    Second floor, wood; 
Basement,  Brick floor. 

Other j&xiating Records 

Ellicotts  Inn has vaulted ceilings with 
long narrow galleries. 

Additional .Data 

£hia   Inn was named for Colonel Andrew Bllicott 
of Penn*,  who here raised the American flag for 
the first time  in this territory, unofficially 
and in defiance of Spanish Governor Gayoso in 
1797,    It was once a famous  inn on the Kat£hez 
Trace. 



IISS S      H I L L     (T A V E BH) 

Canal  Street Hatches Adams County nissisBippi 
TTithin    one    "block    of      013    Hat ch.es    Trace 

The  first authentic deed  fo^mc5   on "Gilreath.ts 
Kill" fa.? ir»a<3e in 17S5»  at which   tiiae-the pro- 
perty was granted   to one  Solorson Svreasie by the 
Spanish. Governor,  Manuel .0ayoso.de Lemos.-    This 
vs.?, a re-grant ar.fl historians will note that 
the date is  significant.     It ?;as  in 1795 th&t 
a  treaty wa?   r-Kned "be tree-;;  the united States 
and S^ain,   :-ia).:in-- "parallel 31   the dividing line 
"bot-'f-'ecn their possessions. 
. GilreatVs Hill wap, passed  from Sweazi©  to Pa- 
trick Connelly in 1797-     —"-e  pa'.ie year Andrew 
S.licott,   the OortS.nisBioncr named by  the Presi- 
dent to   survey the line; between the United States 
and Spain's possessions,   reached Hatches.    Ac- 
cording to   tvo historian?, he -nade hie c&nvo  on 
^ilreath's Hill,  where he raised- "Ola Glory11    ■ 
for the   firrb  time over the hatches  country. 
• OTne honse  is   paid  to have "been built "between 
17*o|} and 179S.    After a  ti;ae   It bt-civne a tavt rn, 
not one   that  entertained   t? e nncouf- boatmen  or 
s&ilors,. bnt a select  inn  for  rich -olanters au.il 
visitor?  from the north. '  Tradition says Herjasni 
Blennerhasset  stopped here with his  family on 
their arrival   in patches  in 1307,   anc  soon after- 
Blennr.rh&SFsett v>&$  joined hero by Aaron Burr, 
who cane for a conference with his confederate. 
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Samuel Brooks,   of Exeter,  !Tew T-Tcsrvpshire, who 
Doryght  the ol&ce   in 1810,   caue  to batches 
**ith Mr   family in loOl,  ^hin^: the journey 
in  fl^t "boats co^n  the his^'ifeippi .    Enro-'vhe 
feey met Willie*. Henry rh-rrison,   then a voting 
officer stationed at   Cincinnati, T"ho   enter- 
tained theru for & ti^t. in hip q-u&rterp s-t  the 
jv&rrison.     L!r, Brooks was ::-iadc   the f 1 r«t -na-or 
of patches   following  its  incorporation \moer 
the I&FB 01  the United States. 
,f2he next ^rowin^nt o^ner of the old ho^se on 
Silreath Hill WSF Doctor j?rce/- rich Seio,   &   "fto- 
ica.1 ^rafniate  of Fhilftdelohia.     P-.en  the Fat- 
chex Ecsoital ^as  incoroo^ted in ISO?,  Vf-h 
vifh several other doctors,   "bece-rie one of £!'e 
first hos--itftl  directors in  the state, 
• !Pie  old Ir.iilding ie  no^ o^rnec by i'r.   J. W« 
Sander?.,  Jackson,  hisp-istric/oi,   ar-o is raiin- 
haMtattPd because of  its dilapidated   condi- 
tion. 

Compiled   frora data O' 
Stiw-rt Cutlibertson 
"rs,  Y/yatt hoore 

?.-■ rs,   B,olfovr hiller 

J&ISVL~~( /f3Ct W.C & 
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Q 1 I BE A «P H '   S     HILL      TAUEN 

Canal street Hatchez Adorns County Mississippi 
Within    one   block   of     Old   H&tchez    frace 

Even if there were no official mention of "Gil- 
reath's Hill fsverna  in early Uatchez records, 
it« approximate date of construction might well be 
established from its architectural characteris- 
tics,    'She method of construction,  together 
with the ornamental wood work and roof lines, 
definitely give it a place in the  Spanish Dom- 
inion.    Its likeness in detail to  "The Evans 
Home,tt the early portion of "Windy Hill Manor," 
and ini'frirca&fc&QiSMgasegfrpictures of "Concord8 may- 
even indicate the possibility of the same build- 
ers. 
• She house  is directly on the edge of a preci- 
pice, aani some sixteen feet above the street* 
Its ceilings are low*   the first  story is brick, 
stuccoed;   the second story sides and rear are 
sided with wood;   the front  is stuccoed on wood 
lath above its gallery's wood wainscot.    Across 
the front is a two story gallery with an expos- 
ed stairway on one end parallel with the wall. 
The original columns and bannisters are gone 
and have been replaced with four by six posts 
and rough railings.   With proper imagination 
one might reconstruct the original picture, us- 
ing some of the Louisiana Spanish Colonial hou- 
ses, with their turned columns, as a guidk. 
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most characteristic detail  is perhaps  the 
roof line.    The central portion or major house 
is roofed with a forty-five degree pitch;   the 
galleries,   together with the side rooms and 
original  rear porch, break off of the central 
roof,   somewhere near its quarter points, with 
pitches ranging from five  to twelve and seven 
to  twelve.    This condition is prevalent in 
most Spanish houses in Mississippi,  on Louis- 
iana plantations and in New Orleans.    The ceil- 
ings under the low pitched roofsare vaulted, 
following the rafter lines to the center of 
the  rooms. 
.The framing is hand-hewn, cross-braced, mor- 
tised and tenoned,   and pegged with wood —  the 
lath are hand-split wood lath of varying wid- 
ths and  thicknesses.    The exterior wood cor- 
nice  is cut and shaped from solid cypress  logs, 
and is pitched all around the house toward the 
underground cistern.    Most of the wood used was 
poplar and cypress. 
•The grade,  about six or eight  feet from the 
rear,  rises vertically to the second floor lev- 
el, and is  retained by a brick wall.    There is 
evidenced by the plan the existence of an orig- 
inal  rear porch, perhaps with a bridge  to  the 
high grade point.    2?here is even a possibility 
that this was the original main entrance, 
.The entrance  doorways,  the mantels,   the wood 
cornices and wood wainscots are exquisite  in 
detail, and are perfectly executed.    The doors, 
typical of that period, are flush-paneled on 
one  side with separating bead,  and raised-panel- 
ed on the other —  some of the  raised panels 
with mouldings,  others without.     It is  inter- 
esting that such delicate  detail  should appear 
in a finished building with so much rou^i hand- 
cutting in its structural portions. 



The house is very dilapidated — much of the 
stucco is off &# the "brick work;  a portion of 
the rear wall has broken, and has almost crum- 
bled away;   the siding has suffered from lack 
of painting; and the pine posts and galleries, 
changed from the original in late years, are 
in bad repair.    For several years the  roof 
was not covered,   so much of the  interior wood- 
work and plaster has deteriorated,  in most 
cases beyond repair, 
•While in its present state of repair,   "The 
Tavern* would not attract  the casual passer, 
but it must have been a beautiful  structure 
in its original  state,  and certainly should 
not be overlooked by one seeking inspiration 
for a home thoroughly adaptable  to this cli- 
mate and this section of the South. 
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